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Foreword

Dear Friends and Colleagues,

As the world's most accepted human rights treaty, the United Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child (CRC) has set the standard for universal children's welfare. Despite the
major role the U.S. played in drafting the Convention's articles, the U.S. and Somalia remain
the only two countries which have not ratified the CRC.

U.S. children suffer from some of the highest rates of poverty, hunger and infant mortality
in the industrialized world. Four children in the U.S. die every day due to abuse and neglect,
and nearly three quarters of all the murders of children in industrialized countries occur in
the U.S. More can be done in order to safeguard our most physically, psychologically,
politically, and socially vulnerable citizens. The U.S., as a world leader, has the responsibility
to ensure that all children are protected from abuse, neglect, discrimination, and other
injustices.

The key to U.S. ratification of the CRC is to bring together all segments of civil society in
advocating on behalf of our nation’s children. We need your support in order to attain this
achievement. The enclosed materials found in this toolkit have been put together to help
you get started.

© 2009 The Campaign for U.S. Ratification of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)
http://childrightscampaign.org
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( X ‘ Participant Action Commitments

1. Join the Campaign for U.S. Ratification of the CRC. Sign-up at http://childrightscampaign.org.

2. Continue to learn about the Convention (how it has improved the lives of children, impacts of U.S. ratification,
and responses to the opposition).

3. Draft and enact a local or state CRC Resolution.

4. Incorporate the CRC into your course curricula.

5. Educate family, friends, colleagues, and community leaders and organizations on the Convention.

6. Include information about the CRC in your newsletters and conference workshops and presentations.

7. Use the CRC as a tool to evaluate and guide the development of your organization’s policies and programs.
8. Post a link to the Campaign for U.S. Ratification of the CRC on your Web Site.

9. Write Letters to the Editor and Op-Eds. in support of the CRC.

10. Raise awareness in your community— host a local event, such as an educational presentation on the CRC.

(L X ‘ Communication Tips

1. People are aware of the troubling status of U.S. children and want to help, but they do not know how to get
started.

2. Parents, families, and guardians are often viewed as the cause of and solution to issues concerning children.

3. People have difficulty discerning the relationship between all U.S. children and the future of the nation. They
cannot connect issues affecting children to policies and programs.

» o«

4. Messages incorporating key phrases, such as “invest in children”, “investment in prevention”, and “children
are the leaders of tomorrow”, resound with the general public.

5. When discussing issues affecting individuals between 12-18 years of age, people respond more positively to
the terms “youth” and “adolescents” as opposed to “teens” and “teenagers”.

6. Negative news, urgent messages, and blaming politicians convey a sense of hopelessness. It is imperative to
balance facts with solutions.

7. The Convention on the Rights of the Child is an aspirational document; it is an additional tool, not a panacea.

8. Implementation of the CRC has led governments to change and formulate laws, policies, and programs
which meet the specific needs of children in their country.

9. The CRCis an instrument that benefits all children regardless of race, ethnicity, gender, ability, culture,
religion, and socioeconomic status.

10. With U.S. endorsement of the CRC, the world would stand united in its universally shared goal to protect and
promote children’s best interests.
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C X ‘ Write a Letter to the Editor

Letters to the editor are one of the most widely read sections of the newspaper and thus one of the most
important advocacy tools to draw upon as it has the potential to be read by thousands of individuals, including
elected officials.

Look in the newspaper or on the newspaper’s Web Site to find out where letters to the editor are to be submitted
and what guidelines are to be followed. Letters submitted by email should be typed directly into the body of your
email- do not send as an attachment.

Key Points to Crafting a Letter
Be Current: Newspapers receive hundreds of letters to the editor everyday. To increase the likelihood of your
letter getting published, respond to a recent newspaper article or other news-related event. Refer to the
article or news event you are responding to by including its title and the date it was published in your opening
sentence.

Be Succinct: A Letter to the Editor is between 150-200 words (or three brief paragraphs). Write in short,
simple sentences. Avoid using acronyms unless you indicate what the acronym stands for prior to using it.

Be Original: Do not simply cut and paste information you have gleaned from the Campaign’s Web Site and
related materials into your letter. Effective writing takes time and effort. An original letter is a personal
reflection of your thoughts. Thus, it is a much more compelling piece of work compared to letters that are
produced for mass distribution.

Be Direct: Articulate one clear, key message and use relevant data and facts to support your point. Letters to
the editor are brief- focus on one main point. After your opening sentence, indicate why you are writing the
letter. For example, did the article you are responding to fail to provide a critical piece of information? Was
the explanation that was provided misleading or incomplete?

Be Mindful: Do not use clichés, go off on a tangent, or personally attack another individual. The tone of your
letter should be civil and sincere. Write with conviction. Check your spelling and grammar. Have another
individual read your article to ensure it is fluid and expresses your point in a clear and concise manner.

Ask for Action: You have invested time and energy in drafting a letter on an issue on which you are passionate
about- do not let that fervor fizzle. Challenge your readers to take action.

Provide Contact Information: Furnish your credentials or background information. Remember to sign your
letter and include your address and contact number.

Be Patient and Persistent: It takes time for newspaper editors to read all the letters they receive; therefore,
your letter may not be read and published until a couple of weeks after being submitted. Do not get
discouraged if your letter is not published by The Washington Pgsthe New York Timgsr other major
metropolitan news outlets. Submit your letter to small-circulation and local newspapers to increase the
likelihood that your letter will be published. However, do not send the same letter to different news outlets
or to smaller news outlets until you are certain it will not be printed in a major metropolitan newspaper.
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L X ‘ Write an Op-Ed.

Typically, op-eds are written by columnists, leaders of organizations, and public officials and are published on the
anniversary of a significant event (e.g. November 20— the CRC's anniversary). The key to writing an effective op-ed
is to express your opinion in a persuasive, provocative manner that challenges your readers to think critically
about your issue. While an op-ed is longer than a letter to the editor (between 500-750 words), the guidelines
outlined in the section on “Write a Letter to the Editor” should still be followed.

Additional Key Points to Composing an Ejl
Submit a Cover Letter: Furnish your name, address, contact number, expertise, and credentials. Briefly explain
why you are writing about your issue- why is it important to the newspaper’s readers? Include a statement
that your op-ed has been exclusively submitted to this newspaper.

EPIC: Use the EPIC* format of persuasive writing in developing your op-ed. EPIC stands for Engage your
Audience, State the Problem, Inform about Solutions, and Call to Action.

e Engage your Audience: To grab your readers’ attention, state a question or present a compelling
fact. Keep it short.
ExampleWhy does the U.S., the world’s wealthiest country, have the second-
highest child poverty rate among the 26 richest countries?

e State the Problem: What are the causes of the problem you presented in the first section? How
extensive is the problem?
ExampleNine million children in the U.S. lack health insurance coverage, rendering
them susceptible to illnesses that could be avoided with routine, preventive care.

e Inform about Solutions: How do you propose the problem be rectified? How would your proposal
work? Support your position with a couple details or examples.
ExampleThe Convention on the Rights of the Child has led to improvements in
child health by raising awareness and expanding children’s access to preventive
medical care and treatment. (Example: In 2004, the Canadian government
earmarked $300 million to be allocated for the supply and distribution of childhood
vaccinations to all of the country’s provinces and territories.)

e (Call to Action: You have inspired your reader to take action, but what do you want them to do?
Impart a simple, concrete suggestion.
ExampleMake children a priority in your community. Work with child advocates
in your area to enact local or state CRC resolutions.

* EPIC was developed by RESULTS. For more information on EPIC, visit www.results.org.
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C X ‘ Write a Letter to Your Senator

Letters are the primary means by which Senators learn what issues concern their constituents.

Key Points to Writing your Senators

You can find out who your Senators are and the location of their offices by accessing www.senate.gov. Research
their views on children’s issues before you draft your letter. Familiarize yourself with their voting records on
matters such as previously ratified UN conventions and legislation concerning child welfare.

Be Concise: Limit your letter to one topic, one page. State your purpose within the first paragraph. PACs
(Political Action Committees) recommend the following three-paragraph letter format:

¢ Identify who you are and why you are writing: Distinguish yourself as a constituent. Provide your
contact information and expertise in addressing your stated issue.. Use either official letterhead or
plain, white bond paper. Include your title after your signature.

o Describe why the issue is important: Avoid philosophical arguments. Support your argument with
specific examples of how the issue affects your community as well as the country. Specify the impact
U.S. ratification of the CRC would have on children on a local, state, federal, and/or international
level. Use data to support your points. Include information on what efforts you are undertaking to
ensure children’s rights are promoted and protected.

e Request action: Be precise and clearly express what you are asking your Senators to do. Ask for their
support but do not demand it or threaten them. Offer your assistance. Thank them for their
consideration and ask for a reply.

Keep It Local: Do not send a letter to every Senator; rather, write to both of your state’s Senators. Your vote
helps determine whether they get elected/re-elected, so they have a stake in knowing what issues affect their
constituents. This also helps to personalize your message. Keep in mind that Senators usually have a couple
of local offices throughout the state so do not forget to send a copy of your letter to these addresses. Also,
staff in the state offices are more likely to take note of your letter than staff in the national offices.

Timing is Everything: Take note of the Senate schedule. Correspondence sent during a Congressional Recess
is likely to be misplaced or forgotten.
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L X ‘ Engage in Community Outreach

Building a groundswell of broad-based support for the CRC in your state is key to creating change. It demonstrates
to your elected officials that a concerted group of constituents is concerned about a particular issue. Educating
members of your local community is the first step in establishing a coalition of like-minded individuals who can
work together in achieving a common goal.

Steps to Engaqging in Community Outreach

1. Start where you have an affiliation:
e  What groups are you involved with in your community?
e Do you belong to the PTA or school board?
e Areyou active in your religious or faith-based community?
e Do the schools in your area have student chapters of Amnesty International or Key Club?
e Areyou active in your college/university community as a student, alumni, or professor?

e Does your town hold town hall meetings? These events are a great way to bring a diverse group of
individuals together for education and mobilization around a central issue.

2. ldentify other local/state associations, organizations, and groups to contact:
e  Child Advocates
e Educators and Parent-Teacher Associations
e Local Affiliates or Members of National Associations and Organizations
e Religious and Faith and Belief-based Groups
e  Service Organizations

e  Youth Groups

3. Determine your ask. What is it that you want these groups to do? What is your anticipated end result?
e Join the Campaign for U.S. Ratification of the CRC?
e Forward information to their listserv?
e Attend an event?

e Arrange an educational meeting with staff?

4. Establish and implement a plan of action (timeframe, number of contacts per week, activities to be
undertaken, sustaining interest, etc.).
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LX) ‘ Enact a Local/State CRC Resolution

Even though treaties have to be ratified by the U.S. Senate, working to pass local/state resolutions provides
individuals with the following opportunities:

e Todirectly influence local and/or state policymakers and elected officials,

e To educate and raise awareness of the Convention on the local and/or state level,

e Tooutreach, engage, and work alongside other local and/or state professionals, organizations, and
individuals who support children’s issues,

e To highlight issues affecting children and families in the community and/or state, and

e To generate media coverage. Your state’s federally elected officials will pay attention.

Steps to Enacting a Local or State CRC Resolution

Engage Local and/or State Association, Organizations, and Groups:
e Make a list of local and/or state associations, organizations, and groups that may be interested in
being part of your resolution effort:

Child Advocates

Educators and Parent-Teacher Associations

Local Affiliates or Members of National Associations and Organizations
Religious and Faith and Belief-based Groups

Service Organizations

Youth Groups

e Review your list and identify key targets:

What issues are represented in your list?

Who do your targets represent?

Does your list reflect diversity?

Which groups have been involved in passing legislation?

Do you have an existing relationship with those on your list?

Which targets can be most the effective advocates/allies?

e Contact your key targets:

Introduce yourself and indicate your reason for reaching out to them.

Provide a brief overview of the CRC or a couple key points— remember, even though your targets
work with, on behalf of, or may be children and youth themselves, do not assume they are
familiar with the CRC.

Connect the CRC to your targets— why should they join your effort?

Ask for their support.

e  Establish a strategy:

Determine when, where, and how often you will meet.

Set a timeline.
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LX) ‘ Enact a Local/State CRC Resolution

Assign responsibilities and roles:

1. Who will draft the resolution?

2.  Who will research potential sponsors and opponents of the resolution?
3.  Who will communicate/meet with elected officials?
4

Who will work with the media?

Find a Sponsor:
e Research your elected officials and identify a champion:

Who represents you on the City or County Council? State Assembly?
What are their key issues?

What are their committee assignments?

What pieces of legislation have they introduced or co-sponsored?

Outside of your local representatives, are there other Councilmembers or Senators and
Delegates who may be willing to sponsor your resolution?

Compile and analyze your research— who is/are your key political targets?

e Meet with your potential sponsor(s):

Contact your elected officials’ offices for information on how to set up appointments as these
procedures vary from city, county, and state.

Ensure that your group (2-3 individuals) is reflective of the community and represents a diverse
interest base.

Present compelling information and key points on why the resolution is important and why your
elected official(s) should sponsor the resolution.

Prepare a folder of pertinent information be left behind. Include a copy the draft resolution
along with a 1 page summary of your talking points.

Ask for and secure sponsorship.

Introduce and Pass the Resolution:
e  Work with your sponsor(s) to determine when the resolution should be introduced.

e Ask your sponsor(s) which elected officials are likely to support or oppose the resolution.

e Lobby other elected officials.

e Raise community and/or state awareness- write Letters to the Editor and Op-Eds.

e  Build support by encouraging residents to write or call their elected officials.

e Contact the media and let them know the dates and times at which your resolution is scheduled to
be introduced and subsequently brought to vote.

Remember: Enacting a resolution is just the beginning. You must continue to monitor developments to ensure
your resolution, if binding, is successfully implemented and accompanied by changes to current legislation,
policies, and programs.
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‘ Sample Local CRC Resolution

Whereas, the County/City of is committed to the health, safety, education, and growth of its children
and children everywhere, and

Whereas the United States, based on its history and tradition of human rights and responsibilities, must
demonstrate its dedication to provide all children with a better today and a better tomorrow, and

Whereas children in the United States continue to face considerable hardships, including insufficient health care,
inadequate educational opportunities, and high rates of poverty, abuse and neglect, hunger, infant mortality,
incarceration, adolescent pregnancy, homicide, suicide, and firearm-related deaths, and

Whereas, every child is entitled to the fundamental necessities of life, including the rights to food, clothing,
shelter, health care, and education, protection from abuse, neglect, and exploitation, and freedom from
discrimination, and

Whereas, it is the responsibility of the Government to ensure that all children and their families receive the level
of support necessary for the realization of these rights, and

Whereas, each child, for the full and harmonious development of his/her personality, should grow up in a family
environment, in an atmosphere of happiness, love, and understanding, and

Whereas, on November 20, 1989, the United Nations General Assembly unanimously adopted the Convention on
the Rights of the Child which was drafted with the specific purpose of promoting and protection the well-being of
all children, regardless of national boundaries, and

Whereas, the Convention on the Rights of the Child has been ratified by 193 nations who have used this document
to guide the development and implementation of policies and programs that specifically meet the needs of
children and families, and

Whereas, the United States and Somalia are the only two nations a party to the United Nations that have not
ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and

Whereas, the United States formally signed the Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1995, signifying its intent
to ratify the Convention, now, therefore for

Be it Resolved, that the Council of the County/City affirms its support for the Convention on the Rights
of the Child, and

Be it further Resolved, that the Council calls on all City/County agencies, in particular those concerned with the
following activities as they relate to child welfare- economic opportunity, education, health care, housing, juvenile
justice, nutrition, protection, and recreation for children- ensure that their policies and programs comply with the
Convention on the Rights of the Child.
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O ‘ Sample State CRC Resolution

Whereas, the State/Commonwealth is committed to the health, safety, education, and growth of its
children and children everywhere, and

Whereas the United States, based on its history and tradition of human rights and responsibilities, must
demonstrate its dedication to provide all children with a better today and a better tomorrow, and

Whereas children in the United States continue to face considerable hardships, including insufficient health care,
inadequate educational opportunities, and high rates of poverty, abuse and neglect, hunger, infant mortality,
incarceration, adolescent pregnancy, homicide, suicide, and firearm-related deaths, and

Whereas, every child is entitled to the fundamental necessities of life, including the rights to food, clothing,
shelter, health care, and education, protection from abuse, neglect, and exploitation, and freedom from
discrimination, and

Whereas, it is the responsibility of the Government to ensure that all children and their families receive the level
of support necessary for the realization of these rights, and

Whereas, each child, for the full and harmonious development of his/her personality, should grow up in a family
environment, in an atmosphere of happiness, love, and understanding, and

Whereas, on November 20, 1989, the United Nations General Assembly unanimously adopted the Convention on
the Rights of the Child which was drafted with the specific purpose of promoting and protection the well-being of
all children, regardless of national boundaries, and

Whereas, the Convention on the Rights of the Child has been ratified by 193 nations who have used this document
to guide the development and implementation of policies and programs that specifically meet the needs of

children and families, and

Whereas, the United States and Somalia are the only two nations a party to the United Nations that have not
ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and

Whereas, the United States formally signed the Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1995, signifying its intent
to ratify the Convention, now, therefore for

Be it Resolved, that the Senate/House of Representatives/General Assembly/Legislature of the State/

Commonwealth of , Session __ of 2008:
e urges the State/Commonwealth of to adopt the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and
e calls on all agencies in the State/Commonwealth of , in particular those concerned with the

following activities as they relate to child welfare- economic opportunity, education, health care, housing,
juvenile justice, nutrition, protection, and recreation for children- ensure that their policies and programs
comply with the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and

e requests the President of the United States to submit the Convention on the Rights of the Child to Senate
Foreign Relations Committee for review, and

e urges the Senate of the United States to ratify the Convention on the Rights of the Child.
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